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4S5: I take her into the

wﬁon that has a screen where
~ you can listen to music; Mari-
- ah 54% 1o ﬁnmw all the Bzm_o

- Mariah does it all.”

- Butthose mEHa,Em u@ﬂ&w
- may fitid it difficult to under-"
*-stand Mariah: mm_umopmbw érmn
- she spéaks, -

The Nehalem mwmﬂaamaw
School. sudent was bom with -
-+ Down syndrome and has diffi-

. culty communicating.*She
can do just about m&m:bm any

6-year-old can do,” said Rawl--.
ins, “but her ucB_unH.oua Hﬁow- :

. lem is speaking.”

.- Rawlins said Mariah’s EE-.
.. bles communicating often

.- cause other, youngsters to m_@
~ away. “When the kids are

- young, they want to'be &on o
.- friend and play with her. But

-+ when they get older, they teal-"
* . -"ize she is different. They move

- away from her and the¥ don’ H
want to be with her”” -

Mariah tives with her

" mother and older brother in

- - Nehalem. Rawlins has raised

.. eight children, but she said try- -
.- ing to keep up with Mariah is
* 'the hardest thing she has ever

- done. “Mariah is challenging,

- “because she is so stimulated
. that she is in action all day
long and getting into things.”
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L = .Wm.imbm ammnwmunm. her
- daughter as thinking like'a 3

© ing the house and walking

-~ telling anyone beforehand.
And,“If she watches me do’.

TR uowommﬂ.mm@osm_
; makeés me laugh every day.
© She makes me cry every’ amw
. There is never a dull moment -

- year-old but attempting things:
-a 6-year-old would do. That
~includes opening a door, leav-

" down the street ... without -

something,” said Rawlins,
“she’ll turn around and ry to
do'it. At some point, that will

. Atthe'sirierime; said>
Wmé_u:m. m.mhgmbm Marjah
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in my house.”

. When pregnant with Mari-

- :ah, Rawlins said, her doctors

-told her the child would not .
isurvive childbirth, “During the

" Iwhole time, the doctors said,

< T1’s ano-go.” Well, Maziah is .

Here mba.mvmkm Bmao .“m _Hm B
‘splash in life. She was .Enmbﬁ. :
- to be'here.” - :

_,ooEHH:_Enﬁn with the child
' She came up with a sign lan- .
“guage. “We started with m.mmé._
- things’ when she was .Emﬁ 12
-~ months'old, like “stop” and |
o spo”and “eat’ and ‘drink.”” -

be a very good thing. But mmwﬁ . “when the family moved ?oB

‘now, that can be dangerous.”

. “Signing Times,” *aDVD

- and we understood what she

...mnmnm%.mnr._ﬂw?w“. gmﬂmr Wmﬁrbm. and gmﬁnmn.mﬂmﬁ_bm Qm?.ﬂo Emwc mﬁ.__mm a
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‘After gmumr ..ﬁmm. UE.F her
ottier searched for 2 way 10

The lessons continmed:

‘California to Nehalem. - -

. “Stacey mnrzab.mm.gammwu o T

: mwwﬁﬁ-mmmnmnom teacher at -+ North Coast Down Syndrome
" Nehalem Elementary moﬁo& -Network Buddy Walk at 1

- introduced the HmEEw o5k pam. Sept. 26 at the Seaside

Convention Center. .
- The walk will begin at1o -

“Signing Tir |

series that encourages conumu-

" Tication for childrenof all. : am. at Quatat Park in down-

" abilities by using American .- - 10wl Seaside. It’s the anmual
" . Sign Language. : ¢ fundraiser for the North Coast
b “When she began signing . Down Syndrome Network, the

= only non-profit organization
dedicated to serving the Down
- syndrome wowamuow and Emﬁ.




